In My Name

By Jim Golden

THE OTHER MORNING | WAS TALKING WITH MY WIFE ABOUT THE MEANING OF ASKING OR PRAYING IN
THE NAME OF JESUS. SHE HAD LEFT THE ROOM FOR A MOMENT WHEN | ASKED THE HOLY SPIRIT IF
HE WOULD TELL ME JUST WHAT THAT MEANT. HOW MANY OF YOU KNOW THAT WHEN GOD SPEAKS
DIRECTLY TO OUR SPIRIT THAT WHAT HE SAYS ISN'T REALLY MEASURED BY THE NUMBER OF WORDS
SPOKEN? SOMETIMES, HE CAN SAY A DAY’S WORTH OF HUMAN COMMUNICATION IN A MOMENT OF
OUR TIME. A DAY WITH THE LORD IS AS A THOUSAND YEARS...ANYWAY YOU PROBABLY WANT TO
KNOW WHAT HE TOLD ME DON'T YOU? HE SAID, “My Authority.” TO PRAY IN MY NAME IS TO PRAY
IN MY AUTHORITY!

AWE, IS THAT ALL, YOU SAY? EVERYONE KNOWS THAT. WHEN MY WIFE CAME BACK INTO THE ROOM
| TOLD HER WHAT THE HOLY SPIRIT SAID TO ME AND IT MET WITH NEARLY THE SAME RESPONSE. |,
HOWEVER, FELT LIKE INDIANA JONES WHEN HE DISCOVERED THE LOST ARK OF THE COVENANT. |
WAS IN THAT MOMENT OF DIVINE REVELATION THAT OFTEN ESCAPES US IN THE FOLLOWING DAYS.
ONE OF THE REASONS | WRITE THESE articles. THIS NUGGET, HOWEVER, HAS STUCK AROUND
CALLING TO ME AS IF IT IS SOMETHING THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT KNOWS THAT | MUST REMEMBER AND
ALLOW TO CHANGE ME.

HAVE YOU EVER READ ANYWHERE IN SCRIPTURE WHERE JESUS ASKED ANYTHING IN THE name OF
HIS FATHER? JESUS DIDN'T SAY, “LAZARUS, IN THE NAME OF YAHWEH, COME FORTH!” | CANNOT
RECALL HIM TELLING THE TEN LEPERS THAT THEY WERE CLEANSED THROUGH JEHOVAH’S NAME.
WHEN HE FORGAVE THE CRIPPLE MAN’S SIN HE DIDN’T SAY IN GOD’'S NAME. ON THE CONTRARY, HE
SAID, “...THAT YOU MIGHT KNOW THAT THE SON OF MAN HAS authority TO FORGIVE SIN TAKE UP
YOUR BED AND WALK.”

POWERFUL STUFF YOU SAY, BUT JIM HE WAS GOD’'S SON AND HE ALWAYS SAID WHAT GOD SAID.
YES, THAT IS MY POINT; WHOSE CHILD ARE YOU? HOWEVER, YOU WILL NOTE THAT HE SAID THAT
you might know THAT THE SON OF man NOT THE SON OF GOD HAS AUTHORITY. WE NEED TO
KNOW THE TRUTH TOO, NOT JUST IN OUR MIND, BUT IN OUR EXPERIENCE. THERE IS NO OTHER WAY
TO KNOW FOR CERTAIN THAT YOU WILL GET WHAT YOU ASK FOR EXCEPT FOR ASKING FOR WHAT HE
HAS TOLD YOU TO ASK FOR.

| BELIEVE JESUS WAS TELLING US MORE THAN JUST, HE COULD FORGIVE SIN. HE WAS SAYING THAT
HIS IDENTIFICATION WITH HIS HEAVENLY FATHER WAS SO ABSOLUTELY COMPLETE THAT WHENEVER
HE SPOKE IT WAS THE SAME AS HIS FATHER SPEAKING, BUT HE DID IT AS A MAN. GOD’S THOUGHTS
WERE HIS THOUGHTS AND AS A RESULT, THE SON OF MAN’S WAYS WAS GOD’S WAYS. THEY REALLY
WERE ONE. (REMEMBER WHEN PETER PRAYED FOR DORCAS OR GAZELLE AS SHE WAS CALLED IN
THEIR LANGUAGE. HE TOOK A MOMENT TO PRAY. | IMAGINE HE WAS ASKING THE MASTER IF THIS
WAS INDEED A DIVINE APPOINTMENT).

THE NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE IS FILLED WITH SIMILAR CLAIMS. ONE SECTION THAT IS SO
POWERFUL IS IN THE GOSPEL OF JOHN, CHAPTER 17, OFTEN CALLED JESUS’ HIGH PRIESTLY PRAYER.
OVER AND OVER HE ENTREATS HIS FATHER TO MAKE US ONE JUST AS HE AND HIS FATHER ARE ONE.
THAT WASN'T JUST PIE IN THE SKY WISHFUL THINKING. THAT CHAPTER HAS THE DEVIL QUAKING IN
HIS BOOTS. SATAN KNOWS THAT IF WE EVER GET A HOLD ON THIS REVELATION—THE REASON JESUS
CAME WOULD HAPPEN.



Jesus was our example of what His work on the cross and resurrection from the
dead would cause His followers to become. He is called the firstborn among
many brothers, the prototype or pattern son.

ON MY WEBSITE | HAVE A MOTTO | HAVE ADOPTED FROM SCRIPTURE.
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. (1 John 3:8b RSV)

SATAN COMES TO STEAL, KILL AND DESTROY—THESE ARE HIS WORKS. THESE WORKS ARE NOT
DESIGNED FOR HIM TO GAIN MATERIAL WEALTH, BUT THE SOULS OF THE ONES CREATED IN THE
IMAGE OF GOD—HIS ARCH ENEMY. THESE WORKS ARE DESIGNED TO KEEP US APART FROM GOD.

LET ME SAY IT PLAINLY,

“Jesus came to destroy every hindrance between us and His heavenly Father, the
works of the devil, our sin and our sinful nature, replacing it with God’s divine nature;
transforming us into God'’s offspring that we might be in the same relationship with
the Father that he was so that he (Jesus) could complete his mission to put all of his
enemies under his feet. Then he would present this Kingdom to His Father.
Hallelujah!

THERE IS NOTHING MORE IMPORTANT TO OUR HEAVENLY FATHER THAN THAT THE REASON HE SENT
JESUS BE FULFILLED. HE WANTS TO EXPERIENCE THE EXACT SAME LEVEL OF INTIMATE FELLOWSHIP
AND LOVE WITH EACH ONE OF US AS HE EXPERIENCED WITH HIS SON JESUS WHILE HE WAS HERE
ON EARTH. HE IS A FATHER—OUR FATHER AND ONE DAY ALL THE POOR EARTHLY ROLE MODELS
WILL FADE IN THE LIGHT OF OUR GLORIOUS HEAVENLY FATHER'S INCOMPREHENSIBLE LOVE. ONCE
WE BEGIN TO SEE AND LIVE IN THIS ASTONISHING LOVE, THE DESIRE TO SIN AGAINST HIM WILL MELT
AND DRAIN OUT OF OUR LIVES. THEN HIS GREAT MERCY AND POWER WILL START SHINNING FORTH
FROM HIS REDEEMED CHILDREN AND OUR “FOOD” WILL ALSO BE TO DO THE WILL OF THE ONE WHO
NOW SENDS US AND TO COMPLETE THE WORK HE GAVE US TO DO. WE MUST BECOME TOTALLY AND
COMPLETE IDENTIFIED WITH CHRIST JESUS.

The man, Christ Jesus will sit at his Father’s right hand until the body Christ Jesus put all of our
enemies under our feet.

[T IS NOT JUST ABOUT DOING THE “GREATER WORKS” OF JOHN 14 AS MUCH AS IT IS BECOMING ONE
WITH JESUS THAT WE MAY BE ONE WITH OUR HEAVENLY FATHER. It's all about love! I[F WE ARE
ONE WITH HIM WE WILL HAVE TRULY BEEN CRUCIFIED WITH CHRIST THAT WE MAY TRULY BE RAISED
WITH HIM IN THIS NEW LIFE. ARE YOU TRULY PRAYING AND ASKING IN THE NAME OF JESUS BECAUSE
YOUR TOTALLY ONE WITH HIM OR IS IT MORE LIKE A CHRISTIAN FORMULA THAT EITHER MUST
PRECEDE OR END A PRAYER REQUEST. TO BE IN CHRIST IS TO BE TRULY IDENTIFIED WITH HIM SO
THAT WHEN THE HEAVENLY HOSTS SEE YOU THEY SEE THE ONE WHO HAS BECOME YOUR LIFE.

THE ENEMY’S TACTIC IS TO TRY AND MAKE US BELIEVE SUCH TALK IS BLASPHEMOUS. JESUS, AS THE
SON OF MAN FACED THE SAME ACCUSATIONS IN HIS EARTHLY WALK, BUT HE IS STILL ASKING US TO
DARE TO TRUST HIM ENOUGH TO ALLOW HIM TO TRANSFORM US INTO THESE CREATURES THAT HAVE
BEEN BORN FROM ABOVE, TRULY RECREATED IN HIS IMAGE.



MAY THE NAME OF JESUS BECOME MORE THAN WORDS ON A PAGE OR A FORMULA THAT BEGINS OR
ENDS A PRAYER. MAY THE NAME OF JESUS BECOME A TRANSFORMING LIVING REALITY IN OUR LIVES
THAT ALL THE WORLD AND HOSTS OF HEAVEN MARVEL AT UNTIL THE END OF TIME AND BEYOND.
MAY His KINGDOM COME AND HIS WILL BE DONE ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN, in His Name [ pray!

AMEN—SO BE IT.



